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' To the Honourable Houle of 
COMMONS 


Aſſembled in Parhament. 


== Bedience is avirtueof ſuch greatworth,that Luther did rather 
F {AUN Y9- deſire to have grace to be. obedient; than power. to work 
269M miracles: Ont of this. very Principle it was, that I firſt ad- 
oY ventured topreach before ſuch a graveandjudicious Senate- 27 a!!gy ga. 

coram ram multis viris, & tam paucis hominibus. And fromthe ſame bedire qu#. 
Principle it is, that 1 now preſent the Sermon to. a more publike view, Miracula 
T he time allotted for the making of it was fo ſhort ( by reaſon of your more 73 gy ES 
ſerious affaires ) that it mightifpugvebeene a ſufficient Apology, to excuſe "TORY 
voth the preaching and primtin&of is, had net pure Obedience juſtly fulenced 

allſach Apologies. And now it irprimed, the Sermon it ſelfe is ſopoore an 

zacan, that it may fitly be anſweyed to me, what Apelles once did toa Pain- 

ter, who having. drawn many Lines, in a little fþace of time, and boaſiing 

to Apclles that he had done ſo much in ſo ſhort a time ; it was replied, That 

he wondcred that hc had drawn no more But yet howſoever, my hum= 

ble requeftis, T hat you weuld accept of this poore Mite, this little Goats- 

haite, which your commands ( like a HHid: wife ) have brought intothe 

world. And indeed the kinde extertairment it found in the hearing, and : 
—_—_— ackuowledpement of your Thanks { farre above all expeFFation : 

or deſert Jafterwards, is av abundartly ſufficient incitement againſt all * 
d;ſcouragement whatſoever. The ſubjett of the Sermmnis of great con« 
cerrment, It is about the rune and tepaire of Kingdoms and 7 ations ; a 

matter ſatable for you that are the repreſentative Body of the Kingdom. 

011 rames Kingdoms. When Nicephorus Phocas had built « mighty Wall 

abeut his Palace for his defenſe, he heard a voyce in the night, crying, ws 
fag, tay tots od TE: Qi. $6g - wpetrs, brdby m0 2.2607 wikwng 1 0M 
Though thou buildſt thy wals as bigh as heaven. ſin is within, andchis will 

enfily batter dawn thy wals, Sin is hke a Traytor in our own boſoms, that 

will open the gates to the enimy. Sin weakens our havds, and makes them 
apt io fg ht ; Sin taketh away the conrage of our hearts, It was not the. 
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ſtrength of Ai that overcame the Iſraclites, but Achans fin. Sin canſeth 
> Chron, 4: great eArmy to ve overcome by a little one, The Army of the Syrians 
' 24-24, Tame with a {mall company of men,and the Lord delivered a very great 
hoſt into their hand, becauſe they had forſaken the Lord God of their 
Fathers. The ſins of England are the enimics of England. Theſe be. 
leagner aurWals, and are asſo many Canaanites alwayes riſing up tn rebel. 
Hon a Tammſt 1s.” Bat now on the contrary, Kepentance and Reformation re- 
parres and upholds Kingdoms and Nations : this ts their Fortreſſe aud 
1 ower of defenſe ; their CAlunition, Armonr,and Wall of Braſſeto defend 
ris, Righteouſneſle exalreth a Nation, but finne is a reproach to 
any People. The Lord in mercy ruinate onr ſinnes, and not the Nation * 
the ſame Lord worka Nationall Reformation, and make you his Inflru- 
raents in this greatwork,! :CMuch hath beene done by you this way alrea- 
2y (which is acknowledged in this enſuing arfrourſe, with great thank ful 
reſſe ) The Lord exable'youto perfett what you have begun. He that is 
_ . the Finiſher of our faith, finiſhthis much defired Reformation ! It is very 
obſervable, that when Gedraiſed up Magiſtrates, ſuch as Nehemiah, 
Zerubbabel, and others, to pity Sionthat lay inthe duſt, and to repaire her 
breaches : at the. ſame time he raiſed up Prophets alſo, ſuch as Haggai, 
_ Zechariah, anaothers, to ftrengthenthe hands of the Magiſtrates, and 
to eacorrage them int: ſodwoble a ſervice © and therefore it is expreſly ſaid, 
Exca, 541+ Then the Prophets; Haggai and Zechariah propheſied unto the Jewes: 
thar-werein Judah-and Jeruſalem :in the:Name of the God of Ifrael,: 
even unto them. Then (and not before ) role up Lerubbabel and Feſhua, 
and bcgan ro build the houſe of God which is at Zeruſalers ; and with: 
them were the Prophets of God helping them. eAndEzra 6.14, The 
Elders of the Jewes builded, and they proſpered through the prophe- 
ſpying of Haggai the Prophet, and Zechariah the ſonne of 14d; and. 
they:builded and finiſhed it, according to the Commandment of the. 
God-of Ifracl, 8c. By both theſe Texts it gypeerer, that the Magiſtrates 
bezaniand. finiſhed the reparations of Gods Howſe, by the help of the Pro-: 
phetsof God. Suffer me therefore ( as divers. others have done before ,) 
the umvorthief of all Gods Miniſters, according to my auty \and place, to 
beſeech and exhort you to the conſummation of thoſe bleſſed good things 
whichyou have begun to doe for the ( hurchof God in England. And the 


Ged of all bleſſings -bleſſe you and yours« 


Prov.1n4. 
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ing a Kinggome to plucke np , 4xd topul 
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| ftro it. E | 
Ff 1 A Nation again ft whom 1 have proﬀonnced turn from their 
evill, [ will repent of the ewil{ that 1 thenght to ao mnt thers. 
And at what tnſtant I ſhall Proe Ferverning a. Nation , and 
Concerning a Kingdome, to build and to plant it, 
Tfit:doe evill in my fight ; that it obey not 31y woice, ' then 1 will 
repent of the gvod whtrewith T [aid 1 would benefit thee. 
: H.s Text ny tity bec cailcd a looking-glaſſe for 
\ England and ireland , or tor any other Kingdome 
whatiocyer , wherem God almiphiy.gechires what +2. 
he cap do'with Nations and Kitgdomes, and whar 
NNE IRE FE OS or i nr oe ON s 
 _ T. Whathe candoc, Hecan build and plant a * 
pls , Nation, and he can plucke up » pull downe, and - 
deftroy a Nation. And when d4 Kingdome 15 in the depth of miſer' he 
: £an in an.inflaat, if he bur ſpeake the word , raiſe itupto the ns of 
»2pp-netfe , and when itis inthe height and Zenith ot happinefle,: he 
can in another inſtanrſpeake a word, and throw it downe again 1nto an 
Abyflle of maſcry. os TE one Foe 
” >. What he will doe. God will not alwaics uſe his Prerogutive,bur 
he -will firſt ſpeake before the ſtrikeshe will firſt pronounce jadgemwent > - 
before he executcth judgement, And if chat Nation againſt w ich he 4 er. s 
Hath pronounced the evill of qu /q up tacne from their £v.ll of Fe?) .v, 
fin, then will God repent of the evil he intended todpe untothem.: Ver/. 8. 
And not onely ſo; but he will build and plant that Nation, . and of 2 Ver(.9. 
barren wildern fe, make ut x fruntull Paradife, But if that Nation do Verſ«1®, 
evill in Gods fight, and will not obey his yoice , then will God tepent RY 9908 
of the gond wherewuh he would have benefited them, and pull downe 


what he bath built, and plake up.whar hehach pianced, and of a frut- 
tull Paradiſc,mngke it a barren wildernefle, > 
. By.all ch it appeares, Thar as this day.is a Nacionall day , and.this 
Honourable Afſcmbly a Nartionall Afſ.mbly:>0 this Tex: 13 4 Natio- 
23]l Text, every w-y ſat «blc for the occstiun, about which we are met. 
TheLord make it ag probit :ble ro you as it 15 (urable ro you. Fi::m che 
Wards thus explained, 1 gunciiheſctour. DoQtrinall conclaBboas. 
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r. That God huth an abſ(>lute pawer over all Kingdomes ana Nat. 
ons to pluck thzm up,pull them down, and deſtroy them as he pleaſech, 
2, Thucchough God hath his abſolute Prerogarive over Kingdomes 
and Nations, yethe ſeldome uſcrh his power , but fiſt he gives war- 

ningeo *c-7 0 - 
>, IfthatKingdome aguunſt which God hath thrextned deſtru&i- 


on,repent and turae from cheireyill 3 God yill ngvonely nor deftroy 


"/ 


that Kingdome, bur build ir and planc it, Or thus, 


. Natioaall repentance , will divert Natioaall judgements , and pro-« 


cure Nationall bleſſings. | 
4- That when God begins to build ani plant a Nauon, if that Na- 


tion doeevill in Gods fight, God will repzne ef the gyod henncended 


to doe unto it, -+ - | 


"The firſt .is this 5 That God huh'an independent ang 11limired 


Def, I. Pcerogaive over. all Kingdames and Nations to build'them. or de- 


Fer/.2. 


Perf. 4. 
Verſ.6. 


ftroy chem as he pleaſeth, Tais is ſee forth in the begianing of the 
Chapter vy ocular demanſtcation ;God bids Teremy Ariſe and ga dowa 
ro the Potters houſe, &c,and when he came there, he beheld che Parrer 
making a yeſIcl of clay and breaking it, and making ic agun another 


veſſel as ſeemed pgood'ro the Potter to make its, And G 1d hinſclfe 


makes the application; Oh Honle of Ifriel, Cantiot I doe with you as 
this Potter,Cuth the Lord? Cinnot T make you vellells of honowur ,. or 


- diſhonour? cannot I aye you, or deſtroy you as I pleaſe? B:hold as the 


clxy :s inthe Potters hand (ſo are yz: in mine hand ok Hauſe of Iſrael, 
Becauſe N*by;b win:xer would not confefie this truth, he was driven rs - 


ſchool to the beaſts of the field, & he had the heart of an oxerill he ac- 


* knowledged that God doth whutfocyer he will in the army of heayen, 


Danes. 


34 35- 
Reaſc1: 


Rom, 11, 


. 36. 


and among the inh1birants of che earth, and noac can Ray his hand, oc 


' fay nnato him what doeſt thou ? 


This ſupremacy of G-ds power, is founded upon that abſolate right 
that God hathover us as he is our Creator, For he is Jehovah thy cnves 


beingrto all, and receives bring from none. Oc hitwani through him,& 


to him are all things. All creatures arc beams from his Sun, drop: from 


his Ocean, If I ſp- ik (faith rhe cext) [fin whom all men live, moye 
ani have their being ; T char mde all things out of nothing , aad can 
as exfily turne ali things 19to nothing, if I{ocake. This power of God 
over K n2domes hith (wo'properties,” [I 

- I; Tris i]]imired and independentwhich appeares by three exprefi- 
ons in the text. , By theſe words ,*ArFvpbit inftant , which hold forth 


- unroius,that God can deſtroy 2 Natton'in an inſtant,ia the very twinck- 


ling of atece; In chomorhing the Sa ſh ineupsn Sndome;, bur before 


- nignt it was deſitfoyed? with fire and brimſtone,' The 014 world was 


-drowried (2+ Lixher thinkes) in theſpring time, whe:: ail chings began 


% - LL.» s - : 
$2 budany bloſſome; The foudcame ſuddenly ſatch Chrilt, ir came de 
k, - 4 : = ; n 4 w* D repenre, 
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the Honourable Heonſe of Comments. "= 
repente, according to the yulgar trar flation of theſe words , when they 
leaſt expe&ed it. And on the coritraiy, God can in an inſtant woke 7 Þ. 
a Nation happy. The If al:tes were in an ir itz brought out of Exypt:s, $35 af 
and ryere-in one and the ſawe d:y of all peopic moſt miſcrable, and vi'y,, wwrt 
all pcople moſt happy, as Caivm well obfervith vupon this rext, 2, By & 9124.6 m8 
theſe wores, 1 fhat jpecke, Ii God doe but ſperke t6 defiroy « Notion, 6 -* 5 ot. 
it is preſently defirercd ; He ſpake the word and the worla was made, DO, 
and if hee ſpeake the word the world willretne to MB. 
Principles. 1/1 bring a ſword wjonaland , ard)jsy, ſwora gue threugy til is witam 
land, (0 that I cut off man and beet from it. 1 heugh theſe thee man Wwerey 0109517, [0 
ity 94 1 live ſaith the Lord, thiy ſhall aeliver neitter (ons nor datghters , fc. FX = 
Eck. 54.17,18. On the contrary, if God doe but ſpeake to plant a Na- F CS IT 
tion, it is planted z for Gods benedicere, is benefacere. 3. This ablolute (rs ow. 
power of God is likewiſe/deciphered by three ſynonimicall expre flions zen: #271e- 
in the Text,7To fuck up,prull dewn,ard to deſtroy. Which three worcs do 1n- 72" { —_— 
rimate, that God hath an ill;mited Prerogative over Kingdomes, and nz 72 
that he can oyerturne, ovyerturne, oyerturue them, as it is (aid, EzcKk.21, aw ci;c, 
27, Or as Hugo gloſleth upon the words, He can pluck up all merces, * 
pull downe all judgements, and deftroy them , that is , rwake an utter 
ruine ofthem, 3. This pewer of God is univerſall, Forthe words run 
in generall , At what inftantTI fball (peake concerning a Nation 
not this or that, buta Nation indefinitely, There 1s no Kingdome ex= 
empted from Gods juriſdigion, or that hath Lettcrs Patents to priri- 
ledge it, If 1 ſpeake concerning Jeruſalem, or concerning England &c, 
God is goyernour of the whole world, all ahketo this heavenly Potter, 

If Gods power over Kingdoraes be ſolarge and fo abſolute ; let all Fe x. 
the world ſtand in »we & nor dare to fin againſt ſuch a mighty and ter- J 
rible Ged, A Go before whom all the Nations of the waildare a4 5:c, : 
dyop of a bucket,end as 1he [arall daft of « ballance. And if all Afia, Africa, hs 
Europe , and America, be but as the drop of a bucket,what a little drop 
of that bucket is one man, though never ſo great? If all the world bee 
but as che duſt of the ballance , what a lntle particle of this duſt is one 
man? Who would 1:1 feaie rhe, ob thes King of Nations * Foraſmuch as 
there 1s n1en+ the cothie , O1ord; thiwart great , and thy name 3s gr eat in JEr-19.6.7 
might, Wl ye not feare me ſaith the Lor9t®illge not rrimblle at my prejerce, Jer.5.23 
which rathcbeined rp ihe Seu. wii fetters of ſarrd, &c, That amihe God © OP 
of earihquikes, the Gea «ft thunder and lightning, a God that can caſt 
boch body and {oulc into hell fire, Who art thougthat rhuu ſhouldeft be 
afraid of a man that ſhall dye, and the ſan of manwhic! ſholl be made Efa.51., 
as graflc ? Ard forgeiteRt the Lord thy maker that hath jtierched forth 1 2.13, 
the heaycens, and [ai che toundations of the earth * Thinke of this 
you that are grearer in finne, th n in greatnefle , that make no n- 
ther uſe of greatuefle , but as of Letters Paterus to fiee your ſelves 
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from all humane pan:ſhments , and tro licence you to make your wills 
your lawes , and your luſfts your gods; and to commit not onely 
Peccarn, but moyſire, that are Piſs ni maxim, not Option maxim, The 
great Jchovah againſt whom you finne 15 greater then the greateſt ; He 
bindeth Kings 1n chains, and Nobles 1m lincks of tron, He hatk 
prepared Tophet of old, yea for the King it 1s provided, Rell was made 
for great men as well as poor, Obſerve how reſolutely and emphatically 
the Propher ſpeakes , yea for the King it is/prepared. Potentes porenter 
torqurbuntar. Ingentia lene foaa, ygentia vitia,gentiaſupplicia, To whons 
God hath given great mercies,if they aboun-! with great vices,God w1l 
1:fHi& great pun(ſhments upon them, Thinke of this you that trample 
the bloud of Chriſt under your fcer by your prodigious oaths, and by the 
contempt of the day, werfhip and feryants of Caritt, Ihe bloud which 
you contemn?, is nobler then the nobleſt blond'that runs irn-your- veins, 
It is the bloud of the ercenall God, of thac God before whom the 
great, as well as the {mall, muſt apprare'at the great day of judgement, 
ta which terrible day, the Kings of the earth, ana the great men,ond the 
rich men,and the chicfe Captaines, and the ma ghty men will hide them= 
ſelves1n the dens , and in the rocks of the mountaines, And (ay to the 
mountairies and rocks fall on us, zrid hide'us from the face of hidv thac 
fictech on the Throne, and from the-wruh of the Latnib,&c, They thit 
are here cloath'd in filke and velyet , ſhalt wifh for the mointames th 
cover them,which yer {hall be a p46: hi Lter: F r the maUnraines metc 
at the preſence of the Lord,and the rocks rend-alunder when he-isangry, 
"They that made others to fize aw iy from cthems 2s innocent Lambes, 
from devouring Wolves,ſhill be afraid of rhe wrath of the Lambrhat 
fitreth onthe T hiane. Great men muſt divas well 2s others,and when 
they are dead, there 1s no difference betwe: n the dead bones of Fhitip of 
M icedon and other men, 4s Djogencs told Alzxender. Remember che 
wofull cucaſtrophe of @erod the grear, 4gr1ppa the grear, Pompey che great, 
Oh, ſer all men feare ro fin 2gamt that God that removed the Aﬀlyriaja 
Monarchy to the Perſian, and the Perfan to the Grecran, 2nd the Gre- 
cian tothe Roman, That toucheth the mountaines and th: y ſmoke, bee 
tore whom the divells feare and tremble. Oh , let not our hearts bee 
harder than tbe r®cks,worſer than Divells! Oh England,feare the God 
of heaven and earth ! Oh you Houſe of Commons,tremble and fin nor; 
moſt in the world fin 3nd tremble not. D» you tremble and fin not : 
we are allin Gods hand as a flye in the paw of a rearing Lion, 2s the 
cl+y in the hand of the Patter. De we provoke the Lord to jraloufar,arc 
we ſtronger then ke ? Conſider the adyantages God hath us at,and ow: 
dependencies upon. him, and let us not dare ro fin againſt him, 

A SanRuary i all diſtrefts and dangers. Let vs flye to'this God of 
power,whe giveth kingdoms, & taketh away kingdomes as he pleaſcrh;. 


The 


png ——— —_—_— 
I—— —— 
- 


ehe Honorable Houſe of Commons. 


_— — —_—— 
— ES 
COP mos” TonC— 


——_ A A. 


The great ſuperintendent, Flye ro him as to thy Aike, thy Pella, thy 


City of ccftuge, And 16 our deepeſt muſeries ler us fing caeertully the 46. 
Pſaſ. as Luther was wont to doc. Go4 1s our refuge and fſtrerg © a ve- 
ry preſent helpe in troubie. 1 will not feare though the earth be moved, 
and rhouzh the mountaines be carried into the m:4it of the ſea,&c, 

A civine projet to fecuee a Nation from ruinegto make this great Je» 
hovah ovr triend, for if God be on our fide , we need not frarc thoſe 
{1137 216 againſt vs. Deus mtua & omni : Tranquallmme Deus, trengui' iat 
origin. And tor this very purpoſe wee are here met this Jay in Gods 
SanRuaty, flying to the hornes of the Altar, to beſcech that God who 
is the onely Porentate , King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, that only 
doth wonderfull things, that he would be reconciled unto us , that hee 
would quiet the commotions that are in Ireland, reduce the Rebclis in- 
to order, ſheath up the {word that is there Erawn, and quench the Raines 
that are there kindled, That the Lord would knit the heart of our So- 
yeraigne ro his people more and more, and of his people to him: 
that he would unite beth Houſes of Parliament, that they may joyn to- 
2rther with one heart as one man to relieve poore Ireland , and re- 
tocine England. Athanefrs rels us that Anthony the Monk fought againft 
the D veil with chat text Pla). 68.1, Let God ariſe, and 1ct his ene- 
mies be ſcattered, let them alſo char hate him flye before him, Th- Di- 
yell is more afraid of this text then any other, fr he knowes he is Gods 
orcateſt enemy, and if God ariſc he miuſt needs be ſcartered. Oh, let us 
{er God on weaike this day to deſtroy che implacable enemies of his 
Church ; ariſc oh Lord, and ſcatcer the Ir:ſh Rebells f ariſe oh Lord 
and confound Anrichriſt,and build up the wills of Jeruſalem! The Ro- 
mans in a great diſtreſſe were driven ro take the weapons out of the 
cemples of their gods, and'to fight with them, and fo they overcame : 
This :$ need this day,we fighc with the weapons of the Church, 
Prayers and Tears, The Sparrans walls were their (pears. Our wals are 
our prayers,our helpe ſtindech jn the n+me of the Lord whohath made 
heaven and earth Lord (peake a word ind J-r:.ho ſhall f-11, be favou- 
rable ro England 5nd Tre land z Lord take aw2y our tinne , ad purely 
urge our drofſe !' Qur truſt is nor in our baw nor ſpeare, Let us la- 
Ea become Gods fayourices, and then we have all happinefle cen- 
centred intwo words, | 

The ſecond DoQtrinall conclufion, Though God hath this abſolute 
powers over Kingdomes and Narions, yet he ſeldome uſcth this power, 
Putkrſt he prves warming. I ſay he (c]dome uſeth it; for I do not Ia 
ie downe as a generall rule : Dexa 70n alliget [nas manu | God may, and 
derh ſometimes deſtroy at once, and give no warning. Thus hee dealt 
with the heathen Ammonites and Idumeans, as Calviy obſerves, but he 
$3 i<1dome never ſends any great judgement upon bjs owne at} + 
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Reaſ.1. 


Il» 45-7 


Reaſ.2, 


firſt he ſpeakes before he ſtrikes.gFirlt Yerba, then Perbera,as it is inthe 
text, Art what inſtant | ſhall ſpeake,8c.1f that Nation concernrg, which 
I have pronounced, &c. Firſt,God pronounceth a jusgemeanc betorc hee 
executeiha judgement ; hee lightneth before he thundreth'; he hangs 
cut his white flag of mercy,betore his red flag of utter defiance; firit he 
ſhoors oft his warning Peeces, before his murdering Peeces. And the rea. 
{ons are, 

x That all the world may take notice, that all puniſhments and af- 
ions come not by chance, or fortune, but from the immediate hand 
of the great God, It is he that formes the light, and creates daikne:fle ir 
is he that makes peace,and creates evill,T the Lord doe a.l theſe things, 
And therefore God gives warning to imprint this dotrine : That thers 
is ao evill of puniſhment, but from God. 

2 Becauſe God 15 leath te puniſh. Minetur Dev, ut now puriat ; they 
th3r mince milchiefe, give no warning. When Abſalom intended ro mur- 
der Amnon,he fpake nexther good nor bad unto him : 2 Sam.13.22, Nei- 
ther would God revealc his intentions to defliroy us, but onely becauſe 
he delires not to deſtroy us. I read of one that came to murder one of 
the Roman Emperours,and by ſpeaking thele words, Hunc tibi pugionexs 
miitit Sexa:n,detexit facinus {atur, & non implevit. Another was (eene 
whetting his ſword, and by that ſuſpe&ed anddeteRed. Bur it is other- 
wiſe with God, ke gives many items, and ſcts many beacons on fire be- 
fore he deſtroyes a Nation. As Ambroſe obſeryes upon Ger.g. 13. Hee 
puts lis bow in the cloud, Non ſagitiam, ſed arcum, not his arrew, but his 
bow ; the bow cannot hutt us, but the bow forewarnes us of the arrow; 
and the firing of the bow isto us-ward,to ſhow how unw:lling God is 
to puniſh : he muſt firſt rurne the bow and put in the arrow, before he 
can ſhoot, And as it is in Pſal.7.12.1f you will not turne,I wil whet my 
{word,l will bend my bow,and make ready my arrr w.,Firſt God whets 
his ſword before he ſtrikes, and bends his bow before he ſhoots, his ar- 
row is unprepared, &c. And all this, becauſe hee is a father of mercies, 
and a father you know is loath co whip his childe.I affli not willingy, 
Lament,3.33. Fury is not in me, Iſa. 27.4. Its your fins that put thun- 
derbolts in my hands. As a woman brings forth her childe with paine, 
and a Bee neyer {tings but when ke is provoked : So it is with our good 
God, he never pumſheth,but when there is no remedy, 2 Chron,36 15, 

16. When Ged came to puniſh Adam, hee came flowly, in the coole of 
the day z bur when he cometh ro fſhew mercy,he comes leaping over the 


Cant, 2.8 hils,and skipping over the mountains.God was but fix dayes in making 
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the whole world ; ghd yer as (bryſofti-me well obſerves, heewas ſeven 
day:s deſtroyig one City,the City of lericho. 


God givcs warning for the glorification of his juſtice, That all thoſe 
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perſons and nations that are deftroycd,may have no apology, no exculz 
but may bs ſpezchlcf{c at the great day of account,Ny d:cant foi nu p'e- 
diflydm Cave. There is no Chriſtian N ion ſhall bee able ro [:y, that 
God deſtroycd them,and never gave them warning, Reade the [0nd 
and third Chapters of the Reyclacion : obſerve Chrilts warnings to the 
ſevenChurchets, This made them withour excuſe 3 forewarned, fore- 
armed, 

I' :his bee Gods ordinary courſe, Let us admire and adore the patt- Ve "6 
ence ©-f God towards our p:rſons in particular, and rowards this nation 
iz g-ncrall, in which we live: A Naaon not worthy tv be beloved, 2 
N ations as ripe for deſtruion as ary ocher Nativvw. How miny I a» 
prrs hith G df: ron fire > How many white Figs of Mzrcy hath God 
hung out > How often hath ke ſhot off his warning peeces, to for. warn 
this Nation, that God would pluck it up,pull ic downe,and deſtroy ut ? 
Jonatha ſhot three arrowes, not to hurt David, but to helpe David by 
foretelling him of Saws murderous intention agiinſt him ; But Gud 
hath ſhot not only three, bur eight Arrowes to forewarne ang forearme 
ts. The Lord awaken our ſecure heaxts, to the cor f3 {eration of theſe 
things: God htch ſpoken eight wayes to this Nation, by all which hee 
hatch iotimatre.! hi. i.teation to deſtrouy us, 

1, Hee haih ſpuken uaco us by the voice of his Minifters, that with 
ene mouth and lip have forerold us of deſolation, and deltrution. Ir 
hath beene the conſtant yoice of Gods faithfull Servants, from the Pul- 
p!:, fortheſe maany yeares, early and late, Now this voice 1snot to bee 
Rcighted; For ſurely the Lord will dos nothing, but hee revealcth his 
ſecret unto his ſervants the P-ophets, Amos 3 .7. | 

2, He hath ſpoken to us by che yoice of his lefler judgements. For 
God hath two farts of judgements, Rods,and Scorpions ; Footmen and 
horſemen, as it is exprefied,ler.12,4, And he deiles with a Nation as a 
Phyfictan with his Patjzent, If a lefler potion will nor worke, the Phy- 
ſitian will preſcribe a tronger. God hath ſent many lefler judgements, 
the Small pox, unſeaſonable Weather, the Plague in a moderate way; 
bur theſe ju4gements have beene flerghted and contemned ; and letter 
judgements contemred,are Harbingers to uſher in greater: God threat- 
Seth, Levit.26, Ifhis people will walke contrary ro him, he will puniſh 
them ſeyen times more : and afterwards hee addes, That if they will 
not ve reformed, he will punifh thera yer ſeven times more;and yer ſe> 
ven times more. Verſe 18,21,24,28. I,cven 1 will chaſtiſe y »v in fa- 
ri ſeven times more for your finnes. As the ancient Conſulls of Rome 
had rods and axes carried before them: Rods,as enfignes of their lenity 
tO penitent offenders;bat Axes as tokens of their ſeverny againſt incor- 


z1gible offenders ; So God hath his Rods and hiy Axes, his pruning 
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Knife, and his Axe. Tfhis pruning Knife will not amend us, his Axc 
will hew us down, and caſt us into the fire, , 

3. God hath ſpoken ro us by the death of his godly Servants, For 
the righteous perifh, and no man lateth it to heart , and mercifuil men 
ar® tzken away, Bone CO! Tomy that the righteo'18 is takin wway from 
the evil ro come, Ilai. 57. 1. Lhus Meibyſuien tht godly Parriarch 
died, the very yeare the f]yud came, And his name ftgetherh, A.mefitn, 
ecr of death; His death did prefig.- the Roud; Thas 4uftrr was raken 
away by death, immediately befo.c the f:ckeng of Hippo where hee j1- 
ved. Parts bufurc the tikii s of Hidtiverg, Luther alutle: brfote 
\Yarres came into G: -many ov be bynſe'f did fore-fign:he ar his death, 
Thus the death of Saint Amyroje vas a farcriingr of. the rume of Jraly, 
The mary reverend Pre-ncrs, The Chariors, ind Horfmen of Hrael, 
-that in theſe few yearcs are gone-taitheir;graves 36 Pcace;:re as {yu maily 

blazing Comets toportend cur rome. , +. | 

4. God hah ſpoken to us by the voice of other Proteſtant Nations 
beyond the Seas, thathave drunk dcep uf the c:p oft Gads wrath. Herg- 
os tells us , that ina cert2ine Egyptian Temple, there was a'Srarge 
built for Senmacherth , (.this was-he that be ficeged Irrulalem , and blafſ.. 
phemed the God of Iſracl, anifywas afterwzrds Qiine by. his ſomes! 
and uponthis Statue was this Inſcription; Egg $142 $p7v $vuos8)ce cg, 
Looke upon me, and learne to becighteous. Me thinks I hear Rouchell, 
Bohemia , the Palatinate , and cther parts of Germa! y, (aying: Oh 
England looke upon us, and learne to bee righteous. God will not 
alwaies make you like Goſhen , when we are plagued as Egypt; make 
you like Noh in the Arke ; when we.arcdrowned with a fleud of mi- 
ſeries : make you like Gideons ery Fleece , when wee arelike higwer 
Keeee, bedewed with ſorrow and lamentation. You mnft not looke 
alwayes todrinke ſo deep of the Cup of proſperity, when we have 
drunk ſo deepe of the Cup of adverfity. God hath mage us examples ro 
you; bur if you amend not, God willſmake you your (elves the next ex. 
amples.It is a moſt true ſaying: Legrmawhifturias , ve ipfi uma befiwie. 
If you wil no: learne righteouſnefle by our biſtory, God w:]l make you 
the next hiſtory, Diſcite ſuftitiam monits + non lempere Dives, This 
is 2 lowd aud powerfull voyce. 

5. God ſpe;ks now more neerely unto us , by the ploudy rebel- 
lionthat is in Ircland ; The ſword that 1s there drawne, is like the 
Comet, that for a whole yeare hung over Tervſalem, in the likenefle 
of 2 fiery flaming (word. This {ward is Gods warning pecce te 
Ergland : Itis like Tamberlaines red Fig, threatning -rume-, and 
di{olation to us 3 For it is -an old ſaying, Hee that wiul i Eng. 
land winne, muſt with Ireland firft begin. A Serpent, the neerer it 15, 
the more dangerous it is, The ſword is now come very neer us : 7 is 
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enemy rocutus down and to celfiroy us. | 
6.God now alſo ſpeaks unto usby the many ſad divifions and unhap- 
py fractions that arein the Churchand State. A Kingdome divided ds 
g4inſt it ſelf cannot ſtand, It isoblervable, that ſcarce ever any great ene- 
my centred this Kingdom,but when it was at Schilme and diviſion within 
itſelf, Taciew ſaith, that nothing oavethe Romans more advantage 
againſt the ancient Britans than this, Duod fattionibus & Hnudits trahe- 
bautur, Mandubratius (agCeſar calls him)our of hatred againſt {af/:- 
behanus,brought in 1:4zis Ceſare Admins brought in Claudine, Gror- 
tigernms firſt, and Wordregre ater brought inthe Saxons.7 ou$tains di- 
valipn anginrode made waydor the Vormanrs : and there were moredivi- 
ſions than one to helpin the D axes. Andebere is nothing more likely to 
bring inthe Remans oncemore into our Kingdome, than theſe Aſand#e 
bratians thele Admeniars, 1 badalmoſt fajd theſe Arminians., Oſad di- 
viſion ! theſe are as thick black clouds threatning a ſhowr of deſolation, 
7.God {peaks unto us bythe great demur anddelay ofthe reformation 
of the Church. For the child of reformatienis come to the birth;bur there 
wants {trepgth to bripg ir forth, This is a hgne that there are ſome greac 
obtructiens inthe Kingdome, rhat hinderthe birth of this much defired 
child. And it ſhrewdly prelageth as if God had beeun to repent of the 
good that he hath begunto doefor us; And thatit will be with us,as « 
was with 7amar in the time of her Travell , Gey., 28,28,20% Zarahfirft 
purs forth his hand out of the Womb, but afterwards drew it in again, 
and P-arezcame out in his ſtead, So K oIV&S us Caule to fcar, left the 
Child of Mercy ſhould go back into the Womb agajne, andthe Child 

of iudgment come forth in his Read. 

8. God hath ſpoken tous by the voiceof our own-ConſciencereThere 
15 NO man that lives in any kaown Gone, but his conſcience hath often 
told him, as Abacr d1d Toab ; Will net this fiunc bring bitterneſſe in the 
erd ? Andas Rexben to his brethren, Dig nor 7 tell you of this aforehand? 
that this fin would bring you.to Hell. There is aT1ghr whichGod hath 
ſetup in all our ſoules, which is as a Beacon ſer on fire, to give notice 
of Gods Wrath and Vengeance. This light is Contcience, which Ter- 
t#lan Calls praiidicina sudscit, This is Gods boſlome Pieacher , ant 
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Now I beſeech you, Let the long-ſuffering axd gooaneſſ eof God drive 
8 to repentance. This is rhe uſe the Apoltle Par/ makes, Rom, 2,4 which 
is the more to be laidto heart, becauſe that St, Peter picks out this ex. 
horcation from out of all the Epiſtles of Pax/,as oneot the choiceſt ; and 
urgeth it upon thoſe ro whom he wrote, as you may read , 2. Pet,3,15. 
And acconnt the loug-ſuffering of the Lord 1s ſalvation,even as onr bel1vea 
Brother Paul alſo hath written xmte you Now I conceive this 18 no where 
written, but in the place forementioned, I cr not that which is our falya. 
tion(as Pererſaitn) becomeour damnation, Let us follow the example of 
Noah, Heb. 11.7. Noah by fauth being warned of God , of things not [cen 
4; yet, moved with fear prepared an Arke to the ſaving of h11 houſe , &c. 
Noah had but one warning, and that of a judgment , which had no print 
in nature : But we have hadeight kinds of warnings,and there are many 
prints and foot-ſteps of Gods judgments amongſt us. O let us beleeye 
cheſe Voices of God, and ler fajth work fear,and feate work care to pre. 
parc an Ark before the flood comes, Let us be amended by Gods war- 
ning picces, left we be conſumed by his murdering pieces. 

There aretwo Motives to quicken us to the obedience of this exhor- 
tation. 

Goas warnings arein Gods keeping ; No man hath alacke and key of 
Gods patience, He is /org-ſ#ffering, bur not al/wayes ſuffering, and how 
long he will ſuffer no man knows. Sometimes God is warning of a peo. 
ple 120 yeers, as he was the old World. Sometimes but 4o yeers, as he 
dealt with the Iews before the deſtrution of Ieruſalem. Sometimes bur 
40,daies, a$ in Nimwpweh's cale, Sometimes but one night, as in Los caſe 
who had warning of the burning of Sod: but thenight before, We in 
this Nation have had many years warning; I fear me the Taper is almoſt 
butntout ; that the Sun of ourproſperity is ready to ſet ; and that the 
hour-glafle of our happinefle js almoſt run out : this js our laſt warning, 
Miſtake me not, I do not prophefie-what God will do ; but what we de- 
ſerve God ſhould do, and what we may juſtly expect he will do, and 
what we ovght to provide if he ſhould do, Letus amend now or never, 


before the day of mercy bepaſt , before thedraw-bridge be taken up: Ir 
may be too late thenext yeer, | 


The warnings of God, when they are lighted, they will »eceſirare 
and a2gravate our condemnation, 


r, They will zeceſſirate our condemnation. For there arethree degrees 
gf Gods Wrath; His thieatning Wrath, his puniſhing Wrath , and bis 
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condemning Wrath. And this is Gods Method. 

Firſt, Hethreatneth before he puniſheth : and if his threatning anger 
reform us,we ſhall never fcel his puniſhing anger, But if his threatnings 
preyail not, weſhall certainly feel his puniſhing anger, And if neither 
threats nor puniſhments prevail, nothing remains buthis condemning 
Wath. $5 non audics vorem miſericordie , ſenties vocem judicis : fi non 
audiesprimam tubam, {enties nltimam : ſi non. audics Deum minantens, 
ſenties punientem & condemnantem. What deſtroyed the old world, but 
becauſethey did not regard Noahs warning ? What deſtroyed Lorgſuns 
in law, but becauſe they mockedat Lors warning ? 

2, They will aggratare our condemnation: For as a child inthe Mo. 
thers womb, the longeritis in the womb before it comes forth , the big. 
ger the child will be, and the more pain ic will put the Mother unto; So 
the longer God keeps in his wrath,and is patient towardsa Nation, the 
bigger the child of wrath will be when it comes forth , and the greater 
will be our miſery and afflition. This Metaphor God himſelf uſerh, 
Tſatab 42.1 4. Thave long time hulden my peace, I have been fisll andre 
frained my ſelf ; now wilt Icry like a travailing woman, I will defiroy and 
devoureat once. Though God hath eager Feet, yet he hath iron Hand, 
The longer he is beforc he ſtrikes, the heavier the blow will be when 
he Qkes, Patience is the proper purchale of the blood of Chriſt, 
There was no patienceundet the firſt Covenant. De#us non expettabgr 
Axgeles, nonexpettabat Adamum,God did not waittfor the Angels,nor 
for Adam; but as ſoonas ever they had ſinned, hethrowes the one our 
of Paradi'e, theother into Hell : Bur for us, ſinfull Sons of Adam, God 
for Chriſtsſake tarrieth,and waiteth our converſion. O let us not fin a« 
gainft the merit of Chriſts blood ! Read P/al.50.21,22.T heſe things haſ# 
rhog dene, and I kept ſilence, thou thou ghreſt that I was alto gether/ach a 
one 4s thy ſelf: But ] will reprove thee, and ſet thera 11 order beferethine 
eyes. Now conſider thes,yethat forget Goa, leſt I tear you m preces, and 
there be noneto deliver. Letus not Ropour ears from hearing theſe eighc 
Voices, |ct Go:| rurnehis words into blowes , and op his caresfrom 
hearingour yoices in our extremities, There aretwo degrees of mercy 
in God, 17ſericordiaparva, & miſericordia magna; Nis little mercy, 
and his greatrrercy. For God to waitour converſion , and to forewarn 
us of cvillio come,this is a mercy, anda great mercy in it [elf conſidered; 
bur it is but little in compariſon of the ſecond mercy, whichis thegrear 
mercy : and that is when God gives us the grace to makea holy uſcof his 
Patience, to make his patienceour ſalvation , and tO be led io reperrarce 
by it, the Lord beftows this great mercy upon us. 
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ents, and procure Nationall blefſings, Solaith the Text; /fthar Na « 
tin turne from their evill then will ] repent : and not only fo ; but verſe 
9, 1 will build, and plant it , & c, The dottrine is a nie:cifull qualificati- 
on of Godsadſolute power, Heisſofar from uſing it, as that he indents 
and covenants witheyery Nation, /f they repent, ] will repent, Now 
whereas God is here laid torepent,it is ſpoken ay$2@mms;, but. it muſt 
be underſtood-3;gmpmas y God 4 not as man, that he ſhorld repent;He is 
{aid to repent, becauſe he doth that which men do when they repent. / 
will repent, that is, 1 will turn my judgements into mercies, God doth 
ſometimes wl 2 change , but he never changeth hiswill, Gods from all 
eternity decreed tobe teryed intheold Teſtament with types and figures, 
and inthe New Teſtament, in ſpiricand in truth, Here was a willof a 
change, but nochangein Gods will, When as God is laid to repent, tt c 
change is i us not 1a God, AS when the Sun ſofcneth the wax,and hard- 
neth the clay ; here is adifferent Act of the Sun; but the change ariſeth 
from the different objeR, notfrem the'Sunne; So Ged from all eternity 
decrees to puniſhthe impenicent, andrto bleſlc the penirent, And when a 
Nation by Gods almighty grace becomes penitent, Ged turns his pu- 
niſhments into bleſſings ; bur the change is in the Nation,not in God. 
And nov give me a to ſveake my mince treely ; 1 am not com 
hither this day to Feaſt your eares, but tro wound your hearts ;. you mult 
notexpeRt elegant and fine phraſes, Nox licer in tanta miſeria _diſertim 
eſſe ; This 18a day, not for humane bur divine eloquence. Vor loguor ds- 
ſerta, ſed fortia. A day wherein weare tocry mightily to God, to knock 
aloud at heavenpgates, ar.dtoextott mercy from Gods hands, by a boly 
and acceptable violence,And for my part, I know nor any dcctrine more 
ſ{urableto worke uponour hearts and aftcions, than this plaine con— 
clulion ; That there 15 no other way to precure bleſſings from God , «r 
to turue away Iudgements fromthe Land, but by turmng from (inie 
##to God, T he wrath and puniſhment which fin bath twiſted , Repen- 
tance will untwift, Sinne 15 as a thick cloud , topping the Sun-ſhine of 
Gods mercy ; but if weturn from ſin, this willmelt the cloud, and cauſe 
the Sun of righteouſneſſero ſhine upon us, Sin, it isasa devil inthe aire, 
to hinderour prayers from aſcending ; bur if ue turn from (in, this will 
charm the Devill , andinake Satan like lightning fall down trom Hea- 
yen. Sin is like ſo many oreat pieces of Ordnance, planted and charged 
upon high mountaines , ready to ſhoor downe Cities and Kingdomes : 
Butif wecurnfrom fin , this willtake away the forceof theſe Canons, 
and makethem as paper ſhor. Sin isa wall of ſeparation between God 
- andus : Toturne from finne , will breake downe this wall. Sinne 


is the great M3ke-bate berycenc God and man; Sinne diſloiycth 
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Parliaments unhappily: S:nne puts variance betweene a King and his 
SubicRs. Sinne deſtroyed Roche, and the Palatinate : It brought the 
(word into 1rc/1:d, and will bring it into E »oland,unleflc we turnaway 
from all our evil doings. To turn from (in,1sa keyto unlock all the cheſts 
of Gods mercies : It is clavss viſcernm Det , A pretervative againlt all 
miſery O the divine Rhetorick,and omniporent cthcacy of Repentance! 
This is that Rain-bow , which if God ſceth ſhining in our hearts , hee 
will neycr drowne our fouls ; That ſtarre which will bring us to Chriſta 
A repenting faith is our Sacra Anchorato flye unto; itis [lex miſericor- 
diz,itryes Gods hands,and charn.s his wrath, There is nothunder-bolr 
ſo great, no wrath ſo furious in God, but Repentance will aboliſh it 
This eL5:7ail will cafily appeaſe our heavenly D avid,though he march 
never ſo furiouſly, Repentance.is fo acceptable to (3od, that he rewar- 
ded Abab for his hypocriticallrepentance, that others by his example 
might be proveked to turne truly to God, who krew not hisrepentance 
to be hypocritical], 1 have here a large field of matter ,fora yeere ra- 
ther thay a day : But as alittle Bo:t may land a man intoa large Con. 
tinent ; fo a few words may ſuggeſt matter ſufficient to a judicious care, 
for a whole lives meditation, | ſhalſnortſpend time in yntolding the na- 
tureof chis duty cf turning from fin ; or in ſhewing the reaſons why this 
turning is ſo potent to divert judgments,and procure mercies (this is the 
work of every Sermon) I will only make oneUle of exhortacion ; (for ir 
needs application more than explication.) 

To bcſeech ycuto turne the Doctrine into praRice , and to expreſle 
the ſincerity of your Repentance by rwo Dutics , which are as thetwo 
Poles upon which our turning from finne doth move, By Humiliation 
and Reſormation , Humiliation for Ginnes paſt , Reformation for time 
to come: Hamiliation without Reformat.on , ts a faundation without 4 
building : Reformation without Humiliation proves often 4 building 
withorr afortndatior : Both of them together comprehend che Eſſentials 
of this great Duty , which is the very quinteflenceof prafticall Di. 


. 


Vinity. 


1. Let us turn unto God by humiliation for fins paſt, This day-is a day 
of humuliation;a<abbath of wee ping and mourning, wherein we ſhould 
waſh the tect of Chriſt withour tears, wherein we ſhovld weep bitterly 
belorethe Lord;peure forth our kearts like water and irive who ſhould 
put moſt tears into Gods bottle. 1: beſecech you, let us turn untoLod with 
true penitcnt tears, drawn from the Well of a broken heart , fercht ous 
with the bucket of Gods love, 2 
.. Let wſanQikea faſt, and afflict our ſoules beforc the Lord, that this 
may become aday ofattonement, And becauſethe Well js deep, and 
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our heartsare very hard, and ſome, it may be, want buckets to draw 
water withall ; Give me lcaye tooffcr unto you ſeyen buckets, which 
Will ſerve, as leyen heIps to humiliation, 

x. Let cvery man confider his own [ins, which he himſelf is guilty of, 
Have we not broken the holy and righteous Commandementsot God a 
thouſand times, and ſhall not this break our hearts > Have wee nor 
broken our yorvs and covenants which we have often made with God 
and will not the meditation of this break our hearts ? God in Scripture 
is ſaid to bavea bag, and abaitle. A bag to pur our fins in, and a bottle 
to putourtcars in. Haye wee not filled Gods bag with our fins, and 
ſhall we not now fill Gods bottle with our teares? Doth it not grieve us 
that we have ſo often grieved the holy Spirit of God? Are we ior hea. 
vy laden with thoſe ſ1ns, with which God himlelfe 7s preſſed, a4 a Cart 
with hreaves ? Is not God himſfelte broken with our whorsſh hearts, and 
will not this break our hard hearts ? Have we nor had years of {inning ? 
Oh ſcrus have onedayof mourning/Have wenot trampled the blood of 
Chriſt under our feet, ar:d ſhall not the blood of this Scapecoat melt our 
adaman.ine hearts? It 13 an excellent laying, That :m all the ſinzes wee 
commit we muſt not ſo much conſider the ſinne that is commuted, as the 
God againſt who it is committed. And this will provoke us to great hu= 
militicn for little Gns,as well as great fins.Forthereisno fin ſimply lit- 
tle. There is nolittle God to fn againſt. The lealt 9239797 ſpiritauale,the 
leaſt offence iscomimitted againſt an infiniteGod;2& therforedelſervs 1n- 
finite puniſhment. There was no littleprice paidfor little ſins ; the leaſt 
{11 cof} the ſhedding of the blood of the eternall God, There is no lictle 
diſobedience in alictle fin, For as thereis the ſame rotundity in alittle 
round Ball as in agreat one ; So there is the ſamedilobedience againſt 
God,in alittle ſin,as well as in a great one. To diſobey God in a little, 
1s nolittlediſobedicnce. There is no little unthankfulneſle in alittle fin. 
For the Icſſer the thing is, in which we offend God,the greater is the ur= 
thankfulncſſc,that we will ſinapainſt & od, for fo little a marter. There 
isno lit:le pollution and defilement in alittle ſinne, A littlepuddle may 
dirty a mans well asagreat one, A little bodkin may wound a Ceſar 
ro death. There 15 nolittle puniſhmentfor Iutle fin ; For the wages of /in 
z5 death, The wages of finas fin, and therefore of cvery fin. Aquatenns 
ad omne valet conſequentia, Non eſt diſtinguendum ubs lex non aiſtin- 
guit. And therefore let us,I beſeech you, mourn with a great lamentar!- 
on,for our littlcoaths,our idle words,our omiffions of good duties &de= 
feats in good quries, &c. Can we mourn for the lofleof our eſtates, for 

the death of our children?and ſhall we not mourn that we haye lotGod, 
and the peace of a g09d conſcience by our fins, and that our kearts are 
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ſo dead and dull to goodnefle ? Can wecry for a ſtone in the bladder, 
and not for a ſtony heart > The lone in the bladder can but kill the bo- 
dy; bur a tony heart will caſt body and ſoule into Hell. Weep for thoſe 
diſcaſes that will detroy ſoule and bedy for ever. We haye been often 
inthe Vallcy of Hzxnon, ſacrificing our ſons and daughters untoDevils. 
by their wicked educations ; lnproving our parts and mercies to the 
ſervice ofthe Devill. Oh let us this day deſcend into the Valley of Ba- 
cah,and let us makethis Church a Bochim, a place of weeping. Wee 
have many Church-fins, Sermonefins, Sacrament=lins, Let us haye 
Church.cears for our Church-fins. | | 
A ſecond help to humiliation, is the conſideration of the fins of the 
Nation whereia welive, This Kingdomeis an Iſland encompaſlcd with 
three Ocears; not only with an Ocean of water, but alſo with an Ocear 
of mercies { ne Nation more exalted in mercies,) and I may truly adde 
with an Ocear of fins, And thar which makes our fins the greater,is bc» 
cauſe our mercies have becn ſo great, We have ſinned under mercies ; 
we hayeprovoked God, atthe Sea, even the Red Sea. This wasa great 
apgravationofthe //raclites (tn,and ſoit is ot ours, We have ſinned not 
only under mercies,but with our mercies we have madea golden Calte, 
wich the jewels of mercies which God hath beſtowed upon us. Wee 
have taken the members of Chrift, and have made them the members of 
an Harlor, What (in is there under che cope of Heaven, whereof any 
Nationis guilty, which we have not engrofled to our ſelves? Let us 
weep for the beaſtly drunkennefle of this Nation : But why dol call ir 
bea(tly ? for generally beaſts are ſober: Iedeſeryes a name inferiour to 
beaſts, for ſo it makesa tan tor che time. Axſ# in ſaith,that in his dayes 
diunkenneſſe was grown to that hejghth, as that there was no ren.edy 
againſt it, out by calling ofa Synod. And in our dayes it is grown ta 
thatGyant-like bigneſle, as thatthere is no hope of 1cdreſſe, but in the 
Parlizment. Woto this Land becauſe of this fin; this is that which 
will mike us unableto ſtand before our enimies, and ro Hagger like a 
drunken man, Forthis ſin God gives a Land over tothe ſpirit of giddi- 
vcfle. Let us weep for the blaſphemous ſwearivg that is in the Nation, 
wherein (if in anything) thereis a pride caken in offending God; fox 
ther benefit of it I know none. | 
For this fin the Land mourneth, and letus mourn. Weep for the 
eultery and fornication, which as anEpidemicall diſcale, hath overſpred 
the Nation. Whoremongers and eAdulterers God willjadge. It man will 
not,God will, Hethatdivorceth himfelfe from his wife, and joyns tim- 
iclteco an harlot, God will divorce himſelfe from ſuch a man, and di. 
\orce his mercics and bleſſings from him, Weep for the coyctouſnefle 
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of rhe Nation, This fin is theroot of all evill: and tor this fin God will 
root out a Nation, Hethat 15 ſwallowed up with carth/asKo7ah and his 
company) hisears ſiopped with earth, his heart Ruffed with earth, God 
will give him carth enough when he dies, anc! they that love earth fo 
immoderately, are likcly ro have little enough of Heaven. Weep for 
the Oppreſſion,Exronion, Bribery,Lying Griping, Viury,Coulenage, 
and Deceicintrading.Thelſe fins will cauſc a fourth Ocean to encompalle 
this Ifland, and that isan Oceas of miſery, Let usſhed tears for the in- 
nocent blood that is hed in the Land: forthe devillith pcide that 1s a- 
mongſt us : Pride of heart, prideof appare'l, m following the faſhions 
of every Nation almoſt. How jultly may weexpeft, that God ſhould 
makenus ſlaves to that Nation, whoſe falhions we lo eagerly fo low ? 
Mournfor the greatprofanation ofourChrillijan Sabbath-=day:now can 
weexpca that God ſhould give vs reſt in this Land, if we will not give 
Im a Sabbath, a day of reſt ? Oh let our eyes guſh down withrivers of 
rears ! oh that our heads were fountains of tears forthe Idolatcy ( that 
Land-devyonring fin of Idolatry )fortbe fupertition, the Apaſtabie, the 
contempt ofthe Goſpel, and.of the Miniſters & Miniftery of it that reigns 
amoneſt us! It is time for God todepriveus of Manna, when webegin 
to be weary of it; the timemay come we may have Sermons few enough 
that negle&tthem ſo much as ſomedo. The Confeflors that fled for their 
Religion in Queen t/Mariesdayes, acknowledged (as Vrfnns relates) 
that'that preat inundation of miſery came julily upon them, for the neg- 
I:R cf,and unprofitableneſſe under the Golpel, which they had eajayed 
in King Edwards dayes. And ifthey were ſo ſeycrely puniſhed for a few 
years contempt of the Goſpel ; what aſuperlative degree of puniſhment 
do we deſerve, that havethadithe Goſpel of peace, and che peace of rhe 
Goſpel, for almoft an hundred years, andyet are ſo unlikethe Goſpel 
inour converſations 2 The time would faile, if I ſhould make a GCata- 
logueofour Nationall fins. Oh lerus be one of the mourners in $92, 
forthe abominations of the Land ; that ſo wee may bee markt out for 
ſafety. And let us take this pule ro perfwade us.T hoſe ſins which we RaeWw 
others to commit,ana yet not mogrn for them,theſe ſuns becom 0AY own ae 
And therforewe may wel pray with Auſtin, Lord deliver me from other 
mens ſins which for waut of monrniz.g &- grieving for I hive made my owe 
Athird bucket to draw the water of tears withall, is rbe conſidera- 
tion of the great breaches chat-are in Thurchand State, We arc diviced 
tn miuutula fraftula ( &$ Auſtin oft the D owatiſt s. ) Let theſc breaches 
breakour hearts, Let theſe rents rend our hard hearts. For the divi- 
fon of En71and,levus have greatthoughts of heart. A fourth helpto hus 
miliation,is the conſideratioa.ofthe miſeries that axe ike ro come upon 
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us as the wofull conſequent of theſe breaches. As cur Saviour Chriſt, 
when he came neer Jeruſalem,and beheld thelin of it, andthe deſolation 
that was impendentover it,he wept, ſaying ; Oh that thon hadſft known, Liitco.ar, 
eventhon, at leaſt 1a this thy day, the thirgs which belong untothy peace ! 42, 
bat now they are hid from thine exes,&c. So letus contemplate the {11s of 
Erzgland,and the dcitri tion which we may juſtly expeRt as the fruit of 
cur fins; and Jetus weep over Exglazd. and ſay, Oh England, Erglaxa, 
that killeſt the Prophets, and fioneſt them that are ſent unto thee / ON 
that thou had(i known, eventhou, arleafl in thisthy day , thetiings 
vehich belong to thy peace. It is reported of Xerxes,that having prepared 72:1, 
2000c0.men to fight with the Grecinzs,and beholding lo grezt a muiti- 
tude of Souldjers,he fell a weeping,out of the conſideration,ti:at not one 
of them ſhould remain alive,within the ſpace of an hundred yecrs, Much 
more ought we romourn, when we conſider the abundance of people 
that are in Ezglazd, and the abu: dance of fin perpetrated among us 
and what ſhall become, notonly of our bodies within theſe few yeers, 
bur what ſhall become of our ſouls to all eternity. 
A fafth Bucketis,the contemplation of Germany,which is now become A {ith 

a Colgotha,a place of dead mens skuls,andan Ace/dama,a field of blood. "<i> tr» 
Some Nations arechatliſed with the ſword, others with famine, others ©!" 14:4 
with the man-deſtroying Plague. Bur x cor Germary hath been ſorely OY 
whipped with all thelethree iron whips at the ſame time, and that for 
above twenty yeers ſpace. Oh, let us make uſe of this Buckct, and draw 
out watcr, and poure it out beforethe Lord this day ; let us ſend -up our 
cryesto Heaven for Germany. Itis a ſign that we are not true members 
of the body of Chriſt ,becaute we have no morefellow-fecling of the mi- 
ſerics of the lame body. A dead membe: hath no fenſe of its own milery, 
or of the bocics diſicnipcr. If we be living members, we wili ſympa- 
thizewiththecalzmitics of Gods people. 

A fixchhelp to humiliation, is the conficecration of the bleedirg con- 
aition of /reland. I reed not relate { you have great reafon to know it 
better than my ſelfe } the inhumane, bar barous, Canniballitticall, and 
{uper- ſuperlative outrages, butcherice, ard maſjacres that are there cem- 
mitted by thoſe bloocy Rebels. Oh ler us ſend up one tearcethis day, 25 
an Orator to the Throne of Gracc, to plcad for mercy for poor Ireland! 
This is one chiefe cauſe of this generall Fait, ro pray and weep for :;7e- 
lang. Helpir (Right Honoarablc ) ON help it with your Pray crs and 
Tears, Tears have voyces as well as words: I thank thee, Oh Lord ,; 

laith David) that thou haft heard rhe voice of my weeping, White note, 

weeping hath a voice, And as mufick upon the waters ſounds farther ,and 
morc harmoniouſ]y than upon the Land ; So Proyas joyred with 
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Tearescry louder in Gods earcs , and make {weeter muſick than when 
tears areabſcnt, When Antipater had writtet a large letter againſt Alexa 
Pla cm apders Mother unto Alexander the King anſwered him : Doſt thou not 
Toe ', know that one teare from my Mother will waſh away all her faults? 
Alexa. EH ; i ROY 
Soit is with God :a penirent tear is an undeniable Embaſſador. An ob. 
ject look rt upon when it is in the water,fcems bigger than when it is ouc 
of the water, Let us look upon 1relands milery through the water of our 
tcares, and this will repreſenticin its due proportion. Let us weepe be- 
cauſe we cannot weepe, let our hearts weepe, beeaule our eyes cannot 
weep. To move your hearts a little more juffer me to propound three ex- 
amplcs, 1. The examplcof Abraham, who was fo zealous for the pre- 
ſervation or Sodome, that by an humble 1mportunity he brought (od 
downetotheſe tcermes, that if rhere had becne ten Wheat-carcs in So- 
dome, all the Tates ſhouid have beene ſpared for theſe ten mens ſake. And 
when God was gOne from Abraham, he continued fo lolicitous for the 
g02d of Sodom, that (as Lather thinks) he could not fleepe all night, 
Gen. 19» TamfuretheScripture faith, He gat wp early in the morning to theplace 
"72*6" wherehe ſtoodbefore the Lord, & heloobted toward Sodom to ce what was 
become of his prayers. 1f Abraham did thus much for Sodoms, tor wicked 
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Sodome:ought not you to be more zealous forthe Proteſtants in Ireland, 
who profcfle the ſame faith, and are under the ſame Government with 
Nech-m. 1. us in England? 2, Let me offer the example of Nehemiah , who though 


3:t)> for hisowneparticular he wasin great proſperity , and ingreatfavour 


atthe Court,yet when hc heard of the affliRion and miſery of the people 
of God at Jeraſalem, he ſure downeand wept,and mourned,and faſted, 
and never defilted till he had obtained feave to gore and help his bre- 
thren at Jeruſalem. 3.1 ſhall propound the example of Hierome, who 
Prozmium Was writing a Commentary upon Ezekiel! ; but when he heard of the 
Comment, heficging of Rome (a place wherein he had formerly lived ) and ofthe 
35% gcath of many godly people, he was ſo altoniſhed and amazed ar rhe 
newes, that for many nights and daies he could rhink of nothing. Et in 
captivitate Santtorum ſe eſſecaptivum putavat, He thought himfelfeta- 
ken Captive, amonglt thoſe that were taken Captive. I might adde the 
! Samn.4e ſtory of Phineas wife, but I forbear, Let theſe examples be your inftru- 
'9. Ftion and encouragement. Me thinks I t.car a voice in /rel2zd,likethe 
voice that was heard tmRama, Lamentation,T weeping, great mourning , 
res if Rachel weeping for her children, © would not be comforted becau'e they are 
© * * not. Nethinks ! ſee(do not you allo? )xhe people of /re/and looking out 
L:&9, 5 23. Ofrheir windows, and crying ot as the Mother of Siſera,''þy ts his 
Charriot ſo long in commingiwhy tarry the wheels of hes Chariot ? VT hy is 
arvelo long delay d? where are Englands bowels: Me thinks I fre the ver 
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flimes of this great fre thatis kindled in ſrelawd. Oh, let this fire melt 
our hard hearts into pitty and compaſſion ' I doubt not bur this Bucket 
will draw our a great deale of water tnis day, 

There is one Bucket more,the laſt, but not the leaſt ; and that is the 
conſideration of the Lord Jefirs Chriſt, His Body was rent and torne for 
us. Ohylet this rend and tear our hearts that ever we ſhould {in againſt 
ſuch a Chriſt ! His blood was poured forth as a ſacrifice for our fins,Ol 
et us poure forth our teares for our offenſes againſt him ! Beloved in 
the Lord. this isa day wherein we ought to make conſcience to get our 
hearts affected with deep ſorrow for fin ; otherwile wee doe but take 
Gods name in vaine, Now there is no way more powerfull ro produce 
this cffeQ, than by going to Mount Calvary, and by burying our lelyes 
in the meditation of Chriſt crucified, There isa ſtory of an Earlecalled 
Elzearws, that was much given to immoderate anger ; and the means j.,;-, ._ 
he uſed tocure this diſordered affeQion, was by ſtudying of Chriſt.and ju any 
of his paticnce in ſuffering rhe injuries and affronts that were offered $77: 
unto him. And he never ſuffered this meditation to pale from him, be- 
fore he found his hearttransformed into the imilitude of Felus Chriſt, 
Wee are 2ll ſick of a hard and ftony heart ; and if ever wee defire to 
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bee healed of this foul-damning diſeaſe, let us have recourſe tothe 
Lora Jeſus Chriſt; and never Jeave meditating of his breakings and 
woundings for us, till wee find vertue comming out of Chri!t, ro 
break our hearts. Let us pray tothe great Heart-maker,that he would 
be the Heart-breaker.So much for the duty of humiliation, = 

The ſecond duty wherein wee muſt exprefle our turning to God, is F':« .. 
Reformation. Humiliation is not ſufhicient without Reformation. It is not <cnd dirty 
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mation. 


enough tobe broken for ſin, but wee mult alſo be broken from fr, As a 
bird cannot fly with one wing, nor a man walk with one leg; no 
more car; wee getto heaven by humiliation, without reformation;:Poth 
of them conjoyned, are the legs and wings by which we walk and fly 
to Heaven, And therefore let me 'moſt earneſtly exhort you to repent 
from ſin, as well as for ſin, he Crown we fight for this day,the Garland 
we run for, the Mark weaime at,is Mercy. This is our joyn: ſuit, that 
God would ſhew racrcy to Englard and Ireland. Now the way to ob- 
tain mercy is clearly expreſſed Pr0.2 3.1 2. Hethat confeſſeth & forſaketh 
hrs fins (hal have mercy.This God cals for from heaven: taisallche Faith=- 
full Miniſters inthe Ciry preach for this day , Reformation, reformation, 
reformation. As Mr. Bradford at the Rake crycd our , fo doe I ar this 
time; Repent, O Exoland , repent ,repent. Thiere is a threefold Faſt ; 1 
Faſt from meat, from mirth, and from fin, The two firſt will nor ſuffice 
girboapt the 12, A bealt may faſt from meat, The Devils fait, faith 
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Amtrſe.The old World(as fome thu:k)dio ne cr caificih,znd yer they 

were all drowned, Thovgh we could fatt till we wy eie pertct Anatce 

miſts; rhovgh we couldpr:y and kneel, ti'l our knees are as hard as 

Caicls kne:s ( as 17 13 reported of James, the brother of Chriſt) yet 

al] were to no purpole, without this earning jrom ſin. This js jej267114:7n 
mannumsas Anuſtmlaith.Tiiis is jejurn totits annt je nninumy omnunt Pare 

tinm, Tiis is the great & ev-rialiing Faſt,totalt ftiom ſin by retor mation, 

Rt Nowthis !' ciormation, it muſt have two Properties, which arc both 

| Mg of them mentioned inthe Text, 1. It muſt be perſonal), 2, It muſk 
muſt be beNationall, It muſt beperlonall, fr fo faith the Text ; It chat Natj- 
To on 2g2inft whom have pronounced, rwrn from their evill, A malnin 
Perſonall, /, ; E very nan hath ſome fn which is Þ1s peccatrem in deliciis, hi, die 
lePum dilifiym , (115 beloved fin, the fin of lis conPitution, Let us twrn 

from that fin, whatloevcr it is :and.if we know not what tha: fin is. lee 

us turn from every (:n, and 'o we (]151I be ſureto turn from that fin. Tis 

the King of Ninteh commanced, thateyety one of his ſubjects ſhould 

Ionah 3.8. Cry r:igbtily nito Ged; 2nd notonly fo, but every one to turr from his 
evill way,and fromthe t4:l:xce that 55 imtherr hanas. I us mult we; we 
muſt be able roſay with David, I have kept my ſelf from my ſin. We live 
in times wherein thece was never moteturning:Some turn hkethe Dog 
ro the vomit, and like the Sow to the: wallowing in the mites Some 
turn Atheiſts, ſum: Papiſts, ſome Socinians, ome. Arminians.Someturn 
like the Weather. cock, which way the wind bloweth ; which way loes 
ver prefcrment goes, that way they turn; Many turn Neuters; Many 
turn from Chriſts fide, to be of Antichriſts fide; Many turn cold ant 
ic efor God and his Church: Some arejike unto the {(Hamelion, that 
will change it ſelfe into any colour but white : Sonany will turnto be 
any thing but good. If times turn ill, they will be naught; bur it times 
tu;n good, they will not be good, But I beleech; you, let all us here 
preſcnt beforethe Lord this day, turn ſincerely unto the Lord our God, 
from all jaiquity, Let us i?11p our ſelves ſtark naked of all the 
raggs of the old e Adam : Repent of your pride ; duſt and aſhes 
doth vdetter become you. Repent of your gluitony and drunken= 
nefle; ler weeping be your drink, and tzRting your mcar. Repent of 
your ſwearing ; condemne your {elyes out of your cwne mouths, that 
God may juftifie you. Repent of your coyerouſneiſe; if ever you cx- 
pe to gain Heaven , look not after the earth ſo much, Repent of 
your Adultery , thzt God may mariy you unto himſe!fe, and Jeſt you 
be mairicd to cternall flames, Repcnt of your ſecurity, that you may 
live ſectrely. No way to eſcape damnation, but by Repentance ; and 
no man that eytr repented atight, bur did eſcape damnation, Oh 
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that this day might be the converſion of ſome ſinner, tnat they may be 
abletoſay, From [uc 2 Faſting-day, I began to turn unto God /Oh that 
this Faſting-day might be a Feſti1 all-day to the Anxels in heaven, who 
xcioyce at the converlion of a Fnner! Oh that ſome Zachcres would make 
reſtitution this day ! That ſome prodigall child would return to his hea. 
venly Father ! God Almighty e: ceedingly delights ro ſhew mercy to a 
pcnitent finner. As a husband-man delights wich in that ground thar 
after Jong unfiunfulbeſlc proves truitfull, and cals his friends & neigh=- 
bouts to beho!d that ground: As a Captein Ic ves that Soutdier that 
onc« {led away cowardly , and afterwards returns and fights vali-mly : 
Even ſu God is wonderfuily enamoured with a finner, that Laving on:e 
made ſhipwrack cf a good con{cience, yer at laſt returns and ſwims to 
heaven uponthe plank of Fairh and Repentance. This js a notable pro- 
VOcation to all wieiched hard- hearted hnners ro turn unto God by 
true Repentance. God isſo far from refuſing you, that he 1cjoyrcth in 
your converſion, & is mcreready torecciye you, than yonareto come. 
And I may ſafely adde, that in ſome ſenſe God &clights more in a pe- 
nitenc Prodigall, than in one of his rightcous childiev, As the good Luke 15, 
Shcepherd rejoyced more in his loſt ſheep, tharr in his gg ſherp; and 
the good Womanin her loſt groat; and thegood Father in his loft Son, 
mote than in th2Son th:c w:ntnot aſtray. lr is true, that gnnecency «f 
life is better, hn;ply and abloJutely conſidered, than R-pertance: Ar dir 
1+ m0;eto be deſired ro {ive withorr fix han to have grace ts repent after 
ſin; as a whole Garment is better than a rent Garment, and yet a rent 
Garment may be to handſcmely pieced together, that there ſhall bce 
little difference betwee: that and a whole Garment, A-pcaitent inner, 
that feclingly apprehends the great mercy of God in pa doning to preat 
aſinner as he was; the ſcnſect this diſtinguiſhing love of God towards 
him, raſeth up hi, heartto a higher p:tch of zeal, 2ndenables him to 
draw ncer to God, with more affection, and fervently to be more ten 
der of fin, and to do and ſuffer more for God niany times, than tho'e 
that are morerighteous than heis, As {ſuppole two men at Sex, the one 
comes ſately to ſhore without danger, the other eſcapes to thore not 
without great hazz.ard and perill of life, He that comes without haz.zard 
hath more cauſe ſimply to be thankfull, yer ordinarily he chat had the 
great danger, out of ſenſe of his danger, wi.l return more praiſe than 
theother. Saint Pau/Jabuured morethan allthe other Apofiles, becaule 
he was a greater ſinner than all the other Apotiles, and had obtained 
greater mercy.T hcretore ary Magdalen loved much, becauſe mich 
was forgiven her. We never read that the bleſſed Virgin ever came 10 
waſh the Feer of Chriſt with he: teares. Burt ary AZae. later, a great 
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finner ſhedid it, and ſhe comes fart torhe Sepulchner, and afterwards 

(as ſome report) ſhe ſpent thirty yeares in CGallia Narbonenſ# in weeping 

for her ſinnes. Gregory brings the exampleof David, who after he had 

obtained pardcn for murdering Vriah, and committing adultery with 

Barhſheba, fell alonging for the water of Bethlehem ; but when the 

2 5M. 23. water was brought, Hee powred it forth before the Lord, andwould not 

5,16. drin:ec ofit, becauſe it hazz.arded the lives of his men, Obſervehow ten - 

der of tn David was after his Repentance, Hethat before had fpilt in- 

nocent blood, is now troubled in conſcience, for putting the ves of his 

men in jeapordy : Herthat before longed for amother mans wife , doth 

now repent, for defiring another mans water, Bernard brings the ex- 

ample of Peter, who before his deniall,confidently cold Chritt, Though 

all forſocke him, yet he would not ; yet afterwards, when he had repenccd 

of his denying of Chriſt, he was fo tender,that when Chriſt purpoſedly 

asked him three times, Love? thou me more than theſe? he anſwers nor 

comparatively, as before, but poſicively, Onely Lord thou knoweſt I love 

thee. And this is another provecation,to exhort 21] finners, tolay hold 

upon this holy Anchor, tnis wrath-charming Repentance. Come all 

ye Prodigall children, all yee loſt ſheep that have goncaltray ; Behold 

your Heavenly Father is not onely ready,vut joytul coreceive you, & it 

rightly under{tood,more joyfulthan in his faichfubchildren, Was there 

ever mercy liketothis? Oh that we had heartsto embrace it | And the 

oreatcr any man is in eſtate,and parts,tne rv.ore honour God ſhal have, 

:f ſuch a man will turne to God this day. Great men are the Looking- 

olaſſeof the Countrey, wherc they live,according to which moſt men 

: dreſſechemſelves:If they bee wicked, the whole Countrey is much the 

210 27? work for them, The vices of Rulers are rules of Vices: Quicquid faciunt 

At96 HOMICH | 'd :If the head be giddy the members reele, It theliver be 
C9 erat: P dead 4 5h VIGERLE & | © Ys J 

a4, tinted, the body is dropfie. Jeroboam made all 1ſrael to fin. But when 

| great men prove good men,it is not to be expreſſed what gocd they doe. 

A,18.8. WhenC viſt zs the chiefe Ruler of the Synagognebeleeved on the Lord many 

of the { orinthians hearing beleeved alſo, When the Maſter of the Family 

was converted, his whole Family were alſo baptized. The Lord make 

all great men good men,and good men (of parts & abilities) great mcv, 

2. Aschis Reformation mult beperional,ſo allo it muſt be national. 

For ſo faith the Text, [fthat Nationagainſt which,@c, A particular man 

by turning unto God,may turn away a particular judgement:But when 

the fins of a Nation are general, & the judgements upon a Nation gene- 

rall,the turning muſt be general, If the Sea hath broken the banks, and 

oyerflowfi.the Country, it is not the care ofone or two men, by repai- 


ring their banks, that can preyent the inundation. Even ſo when God is 
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ovcr-flowing a Land with a generall deſtruction , there muſt be a ge- 
nerallendevour ro make up the whole breach. There mult be a Court- 
Reformation, a Countrey-Reformarion,a City-Reformation , Church 

and Statc-Reformation,a Generall-Reformation. 

But how ſhall we doto obtain this generall Reformation? Oreſt 

Two wayes. | ehehh 

If you that are the repreſentative Body of this Nation , as ycu ftand Aviv. 
under this relation, bercftormed, the Nation it ſelf may be ſaid to be re= 1, 
formed.For you arethe Nation repreſentatively,virtually,and eminent= 
ly ; you ftand in the placeof the whole Nation ; and if you land for 
Gods caule, the whole Nation doth jt in you. Oh ler it not be faid that 
theReformers of others,neced Reformation themſelvs!Ifthe cy be dark, 
how great js that darknefle ? &c. If the falt that feafoncth other things, 
be untavoury, wherewithall (hall it be ſeaſoned ? This is the firſt way, 

The ſecond way to reform a Nation, is, when you that are the repre- 
ſentative Body of the Nation do, as much as in you licth , to reform the 
Nation you repreſent. This i> a duty thatGod requires and expedts from 
your hands, It was the complaint of Nehemiah, that the Nobles of Te- 
hoah did not put their necks to the yoke of theLord,this was a great blemiſh 
to them. Let nor,] beſeech you.the like brand of infamy be caſt upon any 
of you. It cannor be denycd, butthat this Nation nceds Reformation, 
not onely in reterenceto the Common=wealth, bur alſo to the Church, 
TheProphet,in the ninth verſe,compares a Nation to a Hoſe that necds 
building, and to an Orchard that necds planting. And ſure it is,that the 
Houſe of this Nation is much ont of repair : the Houſe of the Lord licth 
waſte,aad there iS much ruvb:ſh init. Many pollutions have crep: into 
our Doctrine, much defilement into our worthip, many i!l: gall !nno- 
vations have been obrruded upon us ; the very poſts and pillars of this 
Houſe, many of them are rotten, the ones are looſe and uncenientcd ; 
the Houle exceedingly diviced, and dittracted with diverſity of opint. 
ons, the very ftounaztion isready to ſhake, ano the Houſeto fall down 
about our cars. The Garden of this Nation is over-grown with weacds, 
and ckercare many not only unprofitable, bur hurttull Trees planted 11 
this Garden, Now this is the great workthat the Lord requireth at your 
hands, O ye Worthies of /{-a?/ ! To ub up all ikeſe unprofitable 
Trees, and torepaire the breaches of Gods Houle, to build itup: in 175 
beauty, according tothe patterne in the Mount, andrto bripg us back 
not only roour fir/f Refyrmiationin King Edwards dayes, but to refo nr: 
the Reformationit ſc/f For we were thin new. iy crept our of Popery ,ar:d 
{like unco wen that come nealy cur of pr.{52 where they have been 
LO0N® Getained } It was inpoll:bie but eur g210chts ſhould tweaila L.te 
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of the dirnecon from whence we came. It is ſaid of Lazar, that when 
hee came firtt out of the grave, Hee came forth vound hand and foot with 
grave clathes,and his face was bound abont with a naphin. So it was with 
us in our firtt Reformation; it was a molt blefled and glorious work, 
like the reſurre&ion from the grave : but yet notwithſtanding wee came 
out of this 2rave bound hands and feet wit our grave-clorhes,and eye: - 
blinding napkins; wee brought many things our with us which ſhould 
have becn left behind. Our Saviour Chriſt role fromthe dead , and left 
all his Irner clothes behind him, So mult we bury all ſuperſtitious cc 
remonies in the grave of oblivion,and perfeZt a Reformation according 
tothe word of God. And as our Saviour Chriſt in the place tore-mcn. 
tioned, commanded his Diſciples to unbind £43ar:z5,and to take awa 
his graye-clothes : Oh that you alſo would command tne Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, the faithfull and learned Miniſters ofthis Kingdome, to meer in 
a free Nationall Synod , for to enform you abour the taking away of 
theſe grave-cloths, and eyes- blinding napkins, or whatſoeverelſe ſhall 
appear to be prejudicialltothe piety and purity of Gods worſhip. Bur 
then I do mot earnettly beſeech you to take heed, that thoſe whom you 
calltothis Synod, benotlike unto the Cardinails and Prelates who 
met at Rowe.toconſultabout Reformation ofthe Church,of whom Lx. 
ther ſpeal:s ; That they were like unto Foxcs, that came to {weep a houſe 
fullof duft with theirtails,and in ſtead of [weeping out the dutt, they 
{wept it all about the houſe, and made a great ſmoak for the while, bur 
whenthey were gone,theduſt fell all down again. I douvt not bur if this 
motion ( which I offer in all humility) fluccecd, your Wiſedoms will be 
carefull to make ſuch qualifications , both of the Perſons that are ro 
ckooſe,and to be choſen, that no Miniſter liable co any juſt exception, 
ſhall have a voyce inthis Synod, for fear leſt our greateſt remedy prove 
ro becur greatelt ruine, But this by the way, 

Oh tharrcheLord would make mean inſtrument this day, to encou- 
rage you to 20 on in the work of Reformation. 7or Sons ſake [ will nos 
hold my peace, and for Fernſlems ſake I will aot ref, until the righteouſ- 
neſſe thereof 89 forth as brightneſſe,and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that 
berneth, Ariſe,ariſe. have mercy port Sto, for thetimeto favour her, yea, 
the ſet time is come : Let it pity youtoſee Sion in the duſt. Let this be the 
produc of chis ſolemn Falt,tcoquicken you toa NatienallReformarion. 
W hen Moſes had been converſing with God his face ſhone when hee 
came down. You are now converſing with God in the Mount, 
Oh that your lives might ſhine forth in holinelle, after this day : 
and that it may bee with you , as it was with Heze gab , When hce 
and 211 his people kept the Paſlcover togecher , the Hiclt ching ch 


CC” 


— — - = OO—— ———_ 


— 


Kidrcn, And hen th? Pa{lcover was frntſhed, all Iſrarl that were 21,1, 

preſent, went out to the Cities of Tudah, and brake the Images in 
eeces, and cut downs the graves, and threw downe the Ligh places, 

aud the Altars out of all 1 a4ah, and Benamig,in E phraim alſo,ana 

Aanaſſeh, untill they had ztt-rly deſtroyed them all. 1 ſpeake not 

of any tumultuous,diforderly,illzgall way,but of an orderly and 

legall reformation : Which I defire(like this of Hezckiah )may 

bee the iſſue of this day, | "FX 

The Motives are many. toa Retor- 

I. If you build Gods Houje,God will build Houſzs for you, mation. 
as he did for the Hebrew Mid wives, hee will blefle and proſper T1, 
you. Rememoer what the Prophet Haggat faiih :; 7s it time for ES. Is 2 
you, O yee, to dwell in your ſeiled houſes, and this houſe lye waſtc? 

Now therefore, thus ſaith the Lord; conſider your wayes, Tee have Hig. 1,4 , 
fowne much, aud bring in little, yee cat but yee h.zve not exongh, yee 526,75 ©, 9. 
cloath yors, but there 15 none warm; and hee that earncth wages, car - 

reth wages to put it into abag with holes, Thus ſaith the Lord, 

Conſider your wajes, goe up to the Mountaine, and bring wood and 

build the howſe,and I will tae pleaſnre i it ,and Twill bee plerificd, 

faith the Lord &c.Read allo Ferſe, 9,10,1 1. 

2, Conlider what Aorazca! faith unto Efber. Thinke not 

with thy ſelfe that thou ſha't eſcape in the Kings houſe wore then all 
the lewes, for if thou altogether hold: ſt tby peace at this tim?, the 
ſhall there ealargement,and deliverance ariſe to the Tewes from ano- 
ther place; But thou and thy Fathers Houſe ſhall bee deſtroyed And 
who knowetb whether thou art come to the K ingdome, for ſuch a 
time 45 thu? AS lTerome laid concerning the day of judgement. 
That whether hee did cat,or drinke,or whatſoever hce aid,hee 
did al wayes heare the voice of the Arch- Angell, Ariſe zee dead, 
and come to judgement. So doe I dchre that you would at all 
times, and in all places, remember and confder this ſoul- 
awakening ſpeech of Adordecai and Eſther, Rs: 

3. Conlider the famous examvles of Ezra, Nehemiah,and 2 
Zerrbbabel, what care and pains they tooke for the rebnilding, Elth; 11, 
Not onely of the Walles,but alſo of the Temple of 7ernſalem. lt 23: 14, 15: 
15 not enough to ſet the State in tune, but you mult remeber 
© repaire the Temple alſo, Bee not afraid of Tobiah, Sanbatlar, 

CT Orany other enemy. Who art ow O great Mountavie? Be- Zach, 4, 7. 
© a ae 
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ſore Zerubbabel thos ſhalt become a plaine, A Parliament: man 
wit bee like Athanaſins, who was Mapnes & efdemas, A 
Loadſtone, and an Adamant, A Loadffoxe by his :ftable car- 
riage, 2nd curteovs behaviour, drawirg ail men to the love of 
him, But 1n the cauſe of God he was as an Adamart,untameable 
and unconquerable. 
4. 1f wee reforme and turne, God will turne; If wee 
Tert deg. furne from the evill of our finnes, God will tarne frcm 
vitent, the cvill of his judgements. Tertrllian ſpeakes of him= 
Matth. 2.2, ſeife, That hee was borne to nothing elſe but to Repentance, An 
exccllent faying tor every one to lay to heart. The firſt Text 
17, that ever Toba Bptiſt preached on, was Repentance. The fir{t 
that ever Chriſt preached on, was Repeztance, And the firſt 
Luk 24-47, thing that Chriſt commanded his Apofilcs to preach, was Re- 
Terul. de fentance. God himſelfe hath conſecrated Repentance, by his 
paxzit, owne cxample , faith Teriullian , Dedicavit panitentiam in 
ſemetipſs. Nee repenteth to teach us. to repent. T his is that 
which God not onely commands, and entreateth, but ſweareth 
that hee would have ns to doe. Happy wee for whoſe ſoke 
God ſwears, but molt unhappy if wee beiceve not God when 
hee {wears, and 1f wee ive not as wee belceve. 
Oreft. Willa rationall reformation certainely divert Gods judgee 
> Kino. 23. McNts from a Nation? Did not Tofiab rctorme, and yet it is 
>, cxpref{cly ſaid, That notwithſtanding this Reformation, Tex the 
Lordtarned not from the fiercenſſe of hes great wrath, wherewith 
bis anger was kindled againſt Tudah, becauſe of all the provocations 
that Mavaſſes had provoked him withall. 
&»f 7. A nationall reformation will certainely deliver ns from 
* evcrlaſting miſery. 2, It 1s Gods ordinary way for there. 
moveall of temporall judgements, There is no inſtance fully 
againſt it, but this of Zofiab : but to this it may bee replied, that 
Toſizhs reformation in reference to the multitude, was hypo- 
criticall; and therefore it did onely prorogue and adjourne; but 
not totally remove Gods wrath, T hatit was fo in regard of 
the people, appeares, Fer. 3. 10. Ardyet for all th: her treachee 
rexs (fer Tudah hath not turned unto mee,with her whole heart but 
fainedly, ſaith the Lord. A fincere nationall turning will certaine- 
ly divert nationall judgements, and procure nationall bleſiings. 
If wee will not tarne, reforme, and repent of our finnes, 


God will repent with a nw &4 of repentance, hee wall not 
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repent of toe evil, but repent that hee bat! repent: d of the evill: 
hee will repez? of th: good wihercwith hee faid hee would bene- 
fit us. And this leads m2 to the fourth Doarinall concluſion, 
That when God beginnes to build and plant a Nation, it that DeZ., «; 

Nation doe cvill 1a Gols fight, God will unvuild, pluck up, : 
and repent of the good hee intended to doc unto 1t, This is a 

point of great concernment , cxpreſlely ſet downe in the 

to. Verſe. It is certaine that God hath begunne to build and 

plant this Nation, and hee hath made you his inſtruments 

(Right Honourable )1n this great worke. Weeread, Zechary 

1, 19, of foure horns which ſcattzred Indah, and leruſal:m, By 

theſe foure horns, are meant all the enemics of Gods people 

that are alwayes puthing at them, and goarins of them : and 

Fe:ſe 20, Wee read of foure ( arprnters whom God rai{:d up 

to fray away theſe horns. Such Carpexters have you becne un= 

to us, Y ou havekaockt off all tnoſe hornes, wherewith the tat 

Buls of Baſhan pitthzd at us; You have endeavoured to under- 

prop the Houſe of this Kingdome, and to keepe it from fal- 

ling : You have {tnb'd up many unproatable Trees, and taken 

away (at lcaſt in your endeavours) inany rotten polts,you have 

removed a great deale of rubbvidge; You have becneour £bed- 

wel:ch's to releaſe our Tcremzes ont of the Dungeon, Indeed 

you have done marvellous things, bleſſed bee the Name of the 

Lord 1 And wee have caulc to bee 1nlarged in much thankeful- 

nele, though you never have oportunity to doe more for us. 

Ezra blefied God that bad given thera a little reviving tz their _ o- 
Sondage. A man that hath beene for many. yeares in adarkc 22 4s 
Dungeon, will rejoyee cxcecdingly for a little creviſe of light, 

though never fo little, W ce have beene in the Dungeon of 

deſpaire, and wee bleſſe God for the little creviſe of light let 

in by your meanes. Wee bave lyex among the pots (inter ollas fu- 


ligizoſas) fullied with filth, ana there is acreviſe of hope {in the ny 31 
Valley of Achor) that wee ſhall bee as the wins of a Dove, co- 

wered with ſilver, and her feathers with jellow go!d, And though 

this Child of nops bee but yet an Enbrioz Wee will not. deſpiſe 7c 4, to. 
che day of little things, When Ezra had laid the foundation pcao r4. 


of the remple, there was great Joy and rejoycing., Wee doubt 
not but there 1s a foundation latdof better times,and ſuch a foun- 


dation which {hall never bee taken away. The Lord recom- 
peace all tis palnzs you hays taken, upon you and yours, And 
FC Os CR : 
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Nehe. 13+ yet let mec adde one word as a parentheſis; that Nehemiah af- 
22* ter all his good ſerviceshee had done for the Church,lub-joyns 
thele.words, Remember mee, O my God, concerning this, 
and {pare mee; hee begs pardon for his Nuble workeof Re- 
formation. Blefled be Godhere is hope of a faire building,and of 

a molt beautiful] Paradiſe, it things ſucceed as they have begun, 
But now marke the Doctrine, When God begins to build,and 
plant, if that Nation doe cvyill , God will uv-buiJd what hee 
bath bwilt, pluck up what he hath planted, FHce wil repent of the 
good, &6, For you mult kaow,that God repeats as well of his 
mercics, as of his jadgements, When God had made SaxZ 
King, and he proved itubborne and aufobed:ent, od repented 
that ever he made him King. When God ſaw that the wicked= 
neflc of the old World was great upon catth , Hee was grieved 

' at the very heart, and repented char ever he made man, When 


Gene- 6 


2 Sam, 6 David was bringing home the Arke with great pompe, becauſe 
it was not brought home 1n due order ; aud becauſc of Pzzab's 
ſin, God repented of what he was doing, and the Arke {tayed 
in tie middle way. When the peopl: of {/rae/ were come out 

of Egypt, and very neere Canaas ; becauſc they brought an 
cvill report upon the Land of Caraar,and murmured, The Lord 


repents of what he had done,and carrics them rack againe forty 

yeares. journey through the valt howling Wildernefle, 
Reaſon. 7 Becauſe Gods Covenant with a nation is conditionall. Tt 
T, Is quamdiuſe bene geſſerit, It that Nation obey my voice , then 
Will L build it and plant it: but 1t 1t difobey my voice,then will 
> Chron, IT plack it yp.pull it downe,and deſtroy it, The Lord 5 with yorr, 
15.2 whileyee benith him : andif yee ſecke bim he will be found of you : 
| Sam. 12. byt if you lorſake hin , he will for{ake yr, If you doe wickealy, 

23+ you ſhall periſh, both you andyour King. 

a. 2. Becauſe that finne is ſo pernicious to a Kingdome , that 
where finne rules,there God and his mercy will not abide, Sin 
takes away the favour of God , by which all nations ſubſiſt. 
And if Gods favour be gone , all is gone. Sinne diſſolves the 
very Toynts &Sinewes of aNation, Religion maintains and ups 
holds Kingdomes, The T79avs had their Palladium, as long 
as that was ſafe, they were fate. The Ro ans bad their » Ancile; 
as long as that was kept , they were ſecure, The 1/raetites had 
their Arke , as long as that was fire, there was a defence upon 
Moupt Sion. Purs and undefiled Religion , is the P alladinrs, 
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| theeMncile, the Arke, to preſerve Kingdomes, But {nne be. 
' trayeth Religion into the hands of ſuper(tition and idolatry. 
' Sinne18aSe7pert In the boſome , a thiefe in the houſe, poyſox at 
| - the ſtomack, a /w«rd at the very heart of a Nation. it the Se7- 
pent ke in the boſon-e, it will bite ; if a zh:efe 1n the houſe, hee 
| will (tcale ; If poyſov Dn the ſtomack, it will paine us; if a 
- {word at the heart, 1t will kill us, 
| Hence we may lcarne what the reaſon is of the great delay 
| 1n the reformation of the Church ; why the child of Re- 
| formation ſticks in the birth z why the hand of mercy begins 
to be pulled in ; and why mary obſervers of the times begin 
to feare that this 1s nct, as yet,the appointed time whercin God 
will have mercy upon 510n, 1 am very cont:dent, that the fault 
is not 1n you to whom I ſpeake; butt is laid downe, 2 Chr:z, 
20,33, Howbeit the high places were not taken away : for as yet 
the people had not prepared their hearts unto the Goa of their 
Fathers. The people of the } and would not beare a tho- 
row Reformation, I deny not but that the Land 1n which wee 
live, 1s a /and of - wprightneſſe, As many amongſt us truly rel;gi- 
Ous, AS 1n any place 11 the world , of the like bigneſſe. But yet Ef. 26+ 
the Bulke of our people are wicked , and their hearts are not as 
yet prepared to.the yoke ot the Lord. Odermune vincula pietatis. 
They are unformcd themiclves ; and it 1s no wonder they are 
ſo oppelite to a thorow Reformation. It may te faid of many 
amonglt us , as 7eremy did once fay of his people, The Prophets ler. 5, 31. 
prephejre f lſely, and the Prieſts beare rale by theit meancs, and my 
P' ople lowe to have it ſo ; and what will ye ave in the end thereof ? 
Now 1t 1s this tinne ot the Land that w cakens yur hands, and 
divides you ſometimes one from anvuther , and keeps you from 
perteRing this great worke of Reformation. And I conceive 
no way better to. remedy this, than by {ending = faithfull and 
painefull Minittery thorowout the Kingdome. For 3f you will 
be plcaſed to obferve, you will tind th..t'thoie places which are 
radelt, and moſt ignorant, mit irregular ; and where the lealt 
Preaching hath becne,arc the greateſt enemics to Recormation, 
\ This ts a worke worthy of ſcrious conſideration, The Lord (tir 
up vur hearts to conſider it, and open our cyes alſo, clearly to 
perceive that there are more with you , then againſt you ; and 
that when God r&formes a Nation , he doth not find us prepa- 
red, but he makes us prepared. When God ſheweth mercy to a 
Nation,there goeth power with the mercy to heale the Nation, 
OO OR PBTRIZLA Cn I 


A Sermon preach:d at a Faſt before me 
If when a Nation doth evill in Gods {1 ;hr,(God will repzat 
of the good he intended, &c. Let us crep2nt of our evils come 
mitted azuinſt God, that he may not repznt of th2 good he irf. 
tends to dozunto us, Chaſz which you will, If we repent, +c, * 
God willrep-nt of the evill, cc. If w2 repent not, God will e- 
pont of the good, 5, And {aff:r me to tell you. That when 
God begins to draw back his mercics from a Nation, that Nati +; 
on is in a wofall plight, God repented that hes made-the old 
World ; And what followed 2 The n2xt newes you heare, is, 
they were all drowned. Hee repented that he had made Sax! 
King,and the next news we heare, is, That he was rejeRed from 
being King. He repeated that he ha brought the 1fraclites onf 
of Egypt ; ani thereupon hee carrics them backs againe , and * 
{wears that not one of them ſhould enter into Cara 'r, but that _ 
all their carkaſes ſhould periſh in the W ilderneſle. Itis God 
onely that can build and plant a Nation, Hee is the only Ar- 
Thite& that can build our waſte places, and make up our dila- F 
pidations, though never ſo great ; he1s the only Gardner to 
pluck up our Weeds, and to plant uſcfull and fcuitfull Trees in 
the Orchard of this Nation: And if he plcale he can doe it,and 
that inaninſtant with a word ſpeaking, For fo it is in the 
Text, eAt what inſtant I ſpeake concerning a Nation to build, and 
zo plant it: Though the Houſe of the Kingdom: be never fo 
much out of repaire; God can in an inſtant build us, and plant , 
us, and make us better then ever, But if God begin torepent 
Pla,127.1, of what hc hath done, woe to the Nation , For except the Lord |. 
| build the Houſe, they labour in vaine that builds it, in waine toriſe «|- 
 wpearly, and to ſit up late &6c.God will anravell all, and though | 
he hath brought us neere Caxaan, he will carry us back 2gaine, | 


and make us to tarry forty yearcs fora Reformation, or it may 
Deut. 28, be hee will at laſt carry us back againe to Eyypt,which was the 
_ $88-Jaſtand greateſt curſe, threatned againſt the pcople of 1/raet, 
and 1t 15 the greateſt miſery that can come upon this Nation. 
But on the contrary, if we turne from our evill waycs, God | 
will perfe& his building,and finiſh his plantation,he will make \ 4 
us a glorious Paradiſe, an habitation fit for himſclfe to dwell in: 
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ſome will ſay , That this doAtrine 1s as common as the high» 
way : It is true, It 1s 4 common high way, but it is zhe high way to 
keaven, Ard thongh it be not a Doctrine to glut your cars, 
yet it is ſavoury meat, ſuch as Tacob provided jor Eſau , whereby 
be cbtained rhe bleſſing. Turne or burne for ever in H.1I, Let 
eyery man labour fir{t to turne himſclfe , and then letus endea- 
vour to reforme one another. There 1s a great complaint in 
the Kingdom. The Miniſters compzain of their people,that they 
are factious, {cditious,covetous,dil-reſpeAtul of the Miniſte= 
ry,&c. And that becaulc they do not reform;therfore the jud gC= 
ments cf God arc not turned away irom us, The people com- 
plaine of their Miniſtcrs,that they are dumb dogs, greedy dogs. 
whichcan never have enough, &that they are ſuperſtitious, more 
for pomp then ſubliance ; and that untill the ſcandalous Mini- 
ſters be remaved,Gods heavy hand wil never be removed from 
us. The rich complaine of the poore,that they arc lazy,& thec- 
viſh.T he poor of the rich,that they are proud and hard hearted. 
The ſuper1ours cry out agaiv{t their 1nferiours, & the inferiours 
aeainſt the ſuperiours,. And becauſeevery man expects when his. 
neighbonr ſhould turne, hence it commeth to pafſe that no man 
io particular turnes. Wee look for that in another, which wee 
forget to do in'our ſelves, I know no way to reconcile this di- 
viſion, but by raiſing a new diviſion,and by perſwading al forts 
of people to [trive, who ſhould bcc the firſt in turning to God, 
- who ſhould firſt get 1nto Chriſt , who ſhould firſt get into the 
rke, Everyman ſtrives for worldly precedency 1Oh lctus ſtrive 
* for this ſpiritual precedency 1 It 1s no pride 1n this to go one be- 
forc another. He is the humbleſtthat goeth firſt, Andbeing refor- 
med in our own perſons. let us inthe next place labor toreform 
one another. Weare all of qne nation,of one body,onefleſh,one 
Church. Therc is a National Communion,a MoralCommunion, 
a Politicall Communion, a Spirituall Communion amongſt us, 
T nay adde,Fhere 1s-a Communion in miſery, Weare allin the 
fame codemanation.Let us labour to pitty one another, &to turn 
ene another, Let every :nan {earchwhatdruokard, whatſwearer,, 
 -- what adulterer, &c, He hathin his houſe,& either cauſe the tin to 
depart from the perſon, or both ſfinand perſon from hishouſe. 
Firit refor re your owne Families, and then you will be the 
fitter to reforme the Family of God, Let the Maſter reforme 
his ſervant, th: Father kis child-, the Hasband his wife. Will. 
a man kEepe a ſeryant in his houſe all oight, 1f he war res 
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he, would 'murther him betore morning? Such a ſcryant is fin. 
Tt,will murther ſoule and body. Let us caſt it away from our 
ſelves; and fromour familics. "FRY 
 Thereis one motive more, and thatis from the ayde you are |} 
ſendiog to Ireland, to diftrefſed Ireland, that at this inſtant 
calls to E»y/ard with a loud cry for helpe and affitance,I doubt 
not, but you are tenſ1ble that delay 1S as bad as deniall almoſt. I 
ſhall offer onely one Text to be conſidered on when you ſend 
forth your help?, and that 1s Dext. 23. y. When the Hoſt goeth 
forth againſt their enemies then keepe the: from every withed thing. 
If finne be in the Hoſt, 1t will make you turne your backs upon 
your enemies ; Turne to God, and he will make your enemies 
 _ turne their backs upon you. | 
Ovjefl, Butitis not in my power to turn, unles I were predeſtinated. 
Anſw, _ lanſwer with Maſter Bradford,that we mult firſt goe to the > 
Grammer- ſchool: of Repentance, before we can be admitted 
to the Vaiverſity of Predeſtination. It is not a diſpate about ; 
Predeſtination that will turne away Gods wrath, but it is the 
practiſc of humiliation and reformation. It 1s moſt certaine, 
that God is not the cauſe of any mans damnation, Hee found 
us ſinners in «<Adarr, but mide none ſinners. Thy perditionts of 
thy ſelfe, oh Iſrael! | And it is as certaine, that 1t 15 not 1n the po= 
wer of man by natureto convert himſelfe, And that thercfore 
God commands what we cannot performe, that wee might 
thereby take notice what we ſhould doe, and- what we once -: 
could doe in Adams, and where we ſhould goc to get power 
to doe that which wee cannot doe of our ſelves, Goe to the 
W ord, that hath a creating power. God oftentimes in ſpea- | 
king gives power, Goe to prayer for converting Grace, Pray | 
with -uſtine, Lord give mee what thou commandeſt, and com- 
224a*d what thou wilt.]rt is an exccilent rule obſerved by the lame 
Author, T hat therets nothing required of 1s from” God as a dutie 
in Scripture, but ts eith:r prom'ſed by God as agift, or ſome of Gods 
Saints bane jrayed for it as agift. AS for wa God com- 
mands us to turne unto him, but ererzy prayes for it ; T arne us 
O Lord, and we ſhall be turned, And God promiſcth 1t,; Dex. , 
30. 6. Let us be thercfore ſenſivle of our inability to keepe the 
commandement of the tex: ; and let us beleeve in his promiſe, 
to give us power to, keepe it, and pray for the performance of 
his promiſe, .* VE 1NIS, Y 


